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7. r
DECADE-OLD DEATH RESURFACES P
N 027222000
Publication: StarPhoenix m

Gategory: From Pege

Day: Tuesday

Publishad: (222000

Paga: a1l

Faywords: aaskatoon polics, freezing death, stonachiid, crime, scholve

Caption: 5P Pholo by Richard Marjan - Nedl Slanachild's body wat fourd 10 years sgo
in thia field i the city's northem industrlat ansa, neer the 800 brock of 57th Streal

Decade-old death resurfaces
Neil Stonechid's family questions why he froze to death in this

field

Byling: Lashe Permaaux of The StarPhoenix

It was & -2E  November mght in 1990 when a dnmic, HWative 17-year-old namad Nail
Stoncchild created a rucioes st an apactment budkding and then discppenred

Fivn days Luer, Stonechild uroed up frozea solid on the nonthe oder of te city. A victim it
setamtdd, of dnmben meanderg on s frigid night,

Hur movrehr muxpectedt foul play immedintety,

"Why war be found mary up in the porth mdearial eres with ooy one shoe™ Swella Bignefl
agkad thres mopihs aiter ber soo's death. *What kid goes out with ondy ooe shoe?™

HignedPe doubts were fuelbed lasl wesk by allegxtions that some Saskaboon polios officers. may
b chamiprimg. froublentakors entide of Lo o cold westher. The RCME i3 imvextigating the
allegaticns of ooe man, e te sxposute deaths of 21 lekst ban olhers.

*1 thougis righs werry of 1oy som, [ alweys knew thene s something wroag with this, ™ Bigrall
sind vecemly Brom ber home in Crogs Laka, Man
o I alvrays bebieved the: pobice more there for me. T ud can't yndherriand thin *

Hler sumpicions had been confinmed bong aga by Stonechild's 16-year-0dd Fiend and drmbang
panmer o that codd corht. The: frient wan the: [ant known person 1o see Well Stonechid e
The fient hay atvays maintaned be aached the cops drive sway with Stonechild in the back of
8 Spalosboon oty poBce patTol car.
_ As the car drove sway, the friend suys Stontchild was screamnmg, *They're gones kill me, "
Westion laver police concluded Stonechild dad trying to walk scross the oty to tum himveef in a1
the correctionl ootire. He xtempied this, thiy i, in the wet heurs of'a Sxhorday morong,
while drunk, i <28 wenher, wearing meabam, o jaan jacket and a hunberiasck cost.

For 10 ysars the fiend, 4 youty mun with bis cwn lengthy crimingd record, s consistenthy
wpoatod his account of the incident 1o friesds, 19 fumily and s youth detestion staffer whe
wrked with bim 10 years sgo.

The frwnad repeated the slory again in an mterview Monday. Hoy hacds shook, bis zyes watcred
?ﬁmﬁﬂhmﬁdﬁumg‘ the ixterview, Fle askad ool 1o be idenfified becwue be iy afrid
Medl Stonechild and the friend woere bath youmg men m troable with the [ on Moy, 23, 1990
whan Hwry wend cu drinking

Corvicted of break and emter sarbier thet yvewr, Stonechdld win spposed to be s group heme
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For young offenciers, He b oafkad sy eickier i the wooek kod 4 worret ws out for B xrmest
Fugt ey pidaight on the 24k, Soeechild and bis buddy want to an spartrne . building on 3300
Street West ol Confedanation Drive where therr Sriend, Lucille Horse, wiu babysattog .
_ The pair wreran't gens webere 1o faod Forse, 5o they koocksd oo doors aod mog dozens of
rrera in i Tyl aovig & host of magbbours,
LT Plenas sor Doxtha A2

Fagr aZ - Death-"They're gonnas kil me"

Horse dirn't et ber fhends into the apaotrnent becwase she 7 bebryitting mnd they were dnmk,

ol Wil

"1 still lore 3ome regrets whout thas bo this duy,® Horpe ga3d. She Jefer logrrad thal pomene o
the bubding callod pobice.

The fiend sy ool and tored aod be tried 10 codvimee Stooeckild to give up the bunt.
Stiwwchald refused, 0 the Eiend bewded in the oppoarte decticn towand & drinking by’
A Feor et Loy while the frion was smliing sauth abong Disfenbaker Drive, e sty o
potice offican dreve up to bim Fom an ey, The offficers paked fir bls name ond they abed if be
i the young ool BHing m e bick of te cr. The young mam o custedy was Mai!
Sdcnachald

The fend sy be ganve o false name to police mod dented b e Stonachzd, s wa
soeiring and Meedmy, in the back sext, T frisod says he bed becanse be was warted by police at
the tere s b abreschy haud & bengtbny crinrned recoed.

"Neal way scromming my name, bellig o t0 fudp hime Seeing bim gitting in e car bke that, [
Wiy I 0 psticn [0 want 1o ged in thel ear with ham, So T had ® be stid.

“{ kmew it was him T couddn't be eawee pogitve, He i maming oy mame. It couldn’ have
benen mrycmn ol "

An Lbe car drove sovry, the Biend s Stonechild swore and scraamnd: "Thery'ns o il e,
aneyree gewteh il o

Frve diys bucer, on Nov. 29, 1950, Stonechibfs foeen body wak Tourd & 4 Sed m Seskostoon’s
sk inchostrial arce, nowr the £00 Hock of 57th Sues. He'd sovnebow lost 1 shoe. An moopey
confrmed he: died freem rypetbermis, Hiy body srered oo signe of o siruggle, mxcept for ssvenl
"noratohes” aaroay bis nosd, podice smad.
3rhﬂ?dbndywhvﬁmmdmdhdmtﬂwmﬂiﬁd,pﬂﬂmnﬂﬂumngmw3ﬂlu

PEATS O

Earty m 1991 police concluded Sionechild peobably diesd trymyg to walk to the cormontional
tewtre 1o moTender himaedt

Tha poice notad that the yousg oo was cxtromdy drunk s was Lt seen fust after radmgin
mmmmu]]rdﬂmuﬂﬂm&dumwﬂmu 0Ny 1 the mecouart of the

Stells Pigoell womdared back in 1990 abour bix son's demth She atvays suspocted foul pley,
abthough enitinfy she thotght o g oy bueee kilbed ber son

Then she bastrd Fresm the Biend.

Bigmedl, Lucifle Horse, and enother it Inson Stonechuld, each recently confinm the fiecd has
feen steadizet in s acoount of vibrous tocEIas Smoe 1990,

The Friesd wys be gpoke o pobes taior sbout ks allegations. I-[anyu.puhm-uﬁwmkl
statemed fion) himn shonthy after Stonechibds Binern]. He absy pays e spprosched homicide
Trastigaton several monthe Later. e savir bogerd firerm (he pobics sguin about the meident
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Smsicatoart poBioe chd not aonfinm or demy the claim Mondey.
The friend abac sirys e oldd ks accown to s st meaotese g1 Kiloum Hall m 2991, Tha staft

ok comformed that soertion Mody.

The friond has ocw hired Saskgtoon [awytr Doo Worme For atvics on what oo do nert,
Bignaedl wondiered wheber bix son'n dexth would haves besn more omaopletely arvestigeted had
bew ot bt & wehite: parao, o the aon of the mayor of & polios commissooer.

Fobot Cheel Darve: Soott, then 8 serpesc in (he pobice fioree m 1991, maisted then that tha cas
wrie Imvesigated thoroughly buf i evadeoos of fouwl pry was found in Stonschld's dath

"A tromendous umund G wod et 2o thet cae, ™ Soott axid in 1991, At the e bo tad oo
bl & thick ftrvestipanee fde. "It wes an onfornongdes incdem. *

Tt ROMF b wmimved the imvisttigation of e mcist frszing deaths of Native men on the
outaliris of Seskwtooa.

Tha RCMP iy ala) probing ellegstions that police dropped enother Metve man outide of town
in frecring weathar. Twn afflcers hane boon susponded from tha force in thet cam.

The SixrPhoenin reportad Lyt wock an allogation fiom a Mative man who st e was picked op
by pobice whike drunk aod dumpod oottt of town sbowl & month hefire Stonochild's death.
That et woiliced back 19 the Gy,

RCMF Sgt. Bick Wychreachuk sayp the RUMP 1k forcs b not curmestly booking b th
Stoncchild cass.
ﬁtypﬂmﬂlﬂﬁg:ﬂamTh:mnmplh&Elmmﬂdﬂam]thﬂmh
Formmrded to dhet ROME tisk Force, aaweall,

“Wa'ra Avars oF it wetmn bocking mt i1, andd wel] harve 1 et ekt oo do with it I the Ba is
furmned over, moy imformetion sAIL yve (0 oo o the BOWEP. "

Mup(a) Mgl Stonechikd




